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2014 Humanitarian Response Overview  
In 2014, the Ethiopia humanitarian community supported the Government in responding to 
various man-made and natural disasters, including refugee influx from neighboring countries, 
health outbreaks, localized flooding and localized drought conditions. The projected 2.7 million 
people requiring relief food assistance was increased to 3.2 million people during the mid-year 
review. The increased humanitarian needs reflected the poor performance of the 
belg/gu/ganna/sugum rains contrary to the National Meteorological Agency (NMA) forecast, 
especially in north eastern Afar, southern SNNP and Tigray regions, and in the south and 
south eastern pastoralist areas. This led to water shortages, growing food insecurity and 
deteriorating nutritional situation in affected areas. Unforeseen emergencies, including the 
Desert Locust infestation since March 2014 and the impact of the sudden South Sudanese 
refugee influx in Gambella region on the host community also contributed to increased needs. 
The revised funding requirements for the year were 12 per cent higher than the initial 
projection of US$305 million. As of end December, the 2014 HRD was funded at 58 per cent, 
taking into account a carry-over of $50.7 million from 2013 and the disbursement of $67 
million from the PSNP’s Risk Financing Mechanism (RFM) to WFP. Critical sectors including 
WaSH were severely underfunded.  
 
Refugee influx from Eritrea and South Sudan   
By the end of the first week of January 2014, more than 5,000 South Sudanese refugees 
fleeing conflict that erupted in mid-December 2013 arrived in Ethiopia. The number quickly 
grew to nearly 200,000 refugees as the year ended. UNHCR and the Government refugee 
agency, ARRA, with support from other humanitarian partners, developed the first contingency 
plan for 30,000 South Sudanese refugees. As the conflict deepened and a growing number of 
South Sudanese were displaced, new contingency plans were developed, most recently, for 
an influx of up to 340,000 refugees by the end of 2015. Four new camps were established, 
although one was partially abandoned due to flooding during the June-September rainy 
season. Pending the development of a new camp, UNHCR and ARRA, with support from IOM 
continued to relocate refugees from Matar way station, Pagak entry point and Pamdong transit 
site to the existing Pugnido camp.  
 
There was a spike in the number of Eritrean refugees arriving in Ethiopia since September 
2014, which brought the Eritrean refugee population in Tigray region to more than 110,000. 
More than 15,000 refugees were registered during September-December 2014. The spike 
caused shortages in shelter, core relief items and health services, especially at Endabaguna 
reception center. UNHCR highlighted grave protection concerns due to the large number of 
unaccompanied minors (13 and under) and the lack of suitable and secure housing 
arrangements.  
 
Water shortages in parts of the country 
Following the poor performance of the 2014 belg/gu/ganna/sugum (mid-February to 
May/June) rains, reports of water shortages spiked especially in north eastern Afar, most parts 
of Somali, southern parts of Oromia, and southern Tigray and pocket areas of Amhara 
regions. At its peak, More than 60 water trucks were requested nationwide, including in Afar 
(15), Oromia (30), Somali (at least 10) and Tigray (9) regions. The WaSH Cluster struggled to 
meet needs due to funding shortfalls. WaSH was one of the least funded clusters in 2014. The 
good kiremt/deyr/hagaya rains subsequently replenished most water sources. By years end, 
only six water trucks were requested to provide water to an estimated 59,542 people in the 
drought-affected zones of Borena, East Hararge and West Hararge in Oromia region.   
 
Flood response 
Since October 2014, the Government and partners assisted more than 47,700 flood-affected 
people, including more than 32,600 displaced in Afar, Oromia, Somali and SNNP regions.  
The majority of people affected were in Afar and Somali. The response was coordinated 
through the Gode, Jijiga (Somali region) and Amibara (Afar region) Incident Command Posts.  
 
August increase in hotspot priority one woredas  
On 18 August, the emergency nutrition coordination unit (ENCU of the DRMFSS) updated its 
hotspot list. Compared to the April revision of hotspot woredas, the number of priority one 
woredas increased by 64.6 per cent from 76 to 125 woredas; while the number of priority two 
woredas decreased from 181 to 162. Afar, Oromia and Somali regions accounted for 75 per 
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HRD FUNDING UPDATE     

(A S  O F  3 1  D E C E M B E R )  

$ 452 million requested (US$) 
 
58% total requirement funded 
(includes available resources) 
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cent of all hotspot priority one woredas. This strengthens the analysis that inadequate 
seasonal rains in these areas were the primary cause of increased needs. Compared to the 
same period in 2013, the number of priority one woredas was 5 per cent lower.  
 
Delays in relief food and TSF supplies distribution 
As of the end of December 2014, only four of seven relief food rounds initially planned for the 
year were fully distributed. The fifth round was 79 per cent distributed. In the last week of 
December, the Prioritization Committee proposed allocations of resources for the sixth relief 
food round. Meanwhile, the distribution of TSF supplies only started in July 2014 because of 
quality problems with purchased supplies, as well as administrative delays.  
 
The delays in distribution of relief food rations and supplementary feeding (TSF) supplies were 
partly responsible for higher than projected malnutrition rates. 
 
The 2014 meher humanitarian needs assessment teams concluded the assessment on 21 
December 2014. The launch of the 2015 Humanitarian Requirements Document was 
tentatively scheduled for the last week of January.  
 
Government and partners responded to a desert locust infestation 
For the first time in five years, the Ministry of Agriculture activated the Desert Locust Steering 
Committee in June 2014, as a result of the locust infestation. First seen in March 2014 in 
Awbere woreda of Fafan zone (Somali region), the swarms later spread to Dire Dawa, 
Oromia, and Amhara regions, and parts of Addis Ababa on 14 May. The Government and 
partners intensified their efforts to control the swarms before June’s belg harvest. No new 
swarms entered Ethiopia since 11 June. Survey and control operations continued in areas 
affected by the infestation and areas that are at risk due to the ecological conditions that are 
conducive for locust breeding.  
 
Ebola, the newest public health concern 
The Federal Ministry of Health and partners responded to various public health threats during 
the year, including dengue, meningitis, polio, malaria and measles. Of the ten polio cases 
confirmed in Bhok, Geladi and Warder woredas of Doolo zone in Somali region since August 
2013, three were reported in 2014.  The first of two rounds of national polio immunization 
campaigns planned in 2014 was conducted in November, targeting more than 13 million 
children under-5. Until the outbreak last year, Ethiopia was polio-free since 2008.  
 
Sporadic cases of suspected meningitis continued to be reported in Afar, Benishangul Gumuz, 
and Oromia. The majority of cases were reported in SNNPR. Some 27 million people between 
the ages of one and 29 in 39 zones of Oromia, SNNP and Addis Ababa were reached by the 
mass meningitis vaccination campaign in October 2014, which was the second of three 
planned rounds of vaccination.  The first round reached 19 million people in October last year.  
 
Measles cases were reported in large numbers despite on-going Government efforts for mass 
immunization. In 2014, more than 15,500 suspected measles cases were reported in 249 
woredas, of which 8,625 cases were confirmed positive. Nearly 70 per cent of the cases were 
between the ages of 5 and 15. The measles incidence1 rate increased from 3.1 in 2013 to 8.6 
in 2014. Due to funding shortfalls, the mass immunization campaigns conducted during the 
year only targeted children under-5, while they should ideally target all children under-15.  
 
The Government and partners responded to a dengue fever outbreak in eastern Ethiopia.  
Dengue fever was confirmed for the first time in Dire Dawa city in mid-September 2013. Cases 
were later reported in Gode area of Somali region in January 2014 and in Afar region in April 
2014. 
 
Since July 2014, the Federal Ministry of Health continued to strengthen Ebola outbreak 
preparedness and surveillance capacity, including screening all travelers from west Africa 
(particularly from Nigeria) upon arrival at the Addis Ababa airport. No Ebola case is reported in 
the country 
 
Seasonal spikes in malaria cases were also reported in parts of the country and responded to 
accordingly. For more information, contact ocha-eth@un.org 

                                                     
 
1 The incidence rate is the number of new cases per population at risk in a given time period 
 


